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About The Sauk River Watershed District
Many of you may not be familiar
with what a Watershed District is
and what it does...Our newsletter
series that will be published in your
local newspaper will hopefully
explain what they do and how you
as a citizen and a potential
landowner can utilize this special
purpose unit of government.
SO WHAT IS A WATERSHED??
A watershed is the area within the
geographic boundaries of land that
drain into a surface water feature
such as a stream, river, or lake and
contributes to the recharge of
groundwater. Watersheds are
divided by higher elevations that
cause the drainage patterns of
surface water within the watershed.
There are 81 major watersheds in
Minnesota, some of which overlap
with adjoining states. The Sauk
River watershed, located in central
Minnesota, is one of 16 major
watersheds in the Upper
Mississippi River Basin.
Above right is a map of the Sauk
River Watershed District.
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WHAT IS A WATERSHED
DISTRICT?
In 1955, The Minnesota Legislature
passed the Watershed Act in order
to better address water related
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issues and
concerns within
the state at the
watershed level.
Watershed
Districts are
considered
special purpose
units of
government that
have been
created to help
prevent and
solve water
resource
problems on a watershed basis. If
you are interested in learning more
about Watershed Law visit Chapter
103D within the Minnesota
Statutes.
HOW THE SAUK RIVER
WATERSHED BEGAN…
The formation of the Sauk River
Watershed District (SRWD) began
in September 1982 led by two civic
groups in the Richmond and Cold
Spring area that were looking for a
public service project to deal with
the water quality of area lakes. In
1982 the Sauk River Chain of Lakes,
Inc. was organized to address water
quality issues. They worked with
St. Cloud State University to
conduct a 2-year diagnostic study.
Upon completion it was apparent to
the Sauk River Chain of Lakes, Inc.

that any remedial work or
additional studies would require a
larger financial backing than the
members of the association . This
began the process to establish the
Sauk River Watershed District. The
Sauk River Watershed District was
officially established on July 22,
1986.
HOW CAN THE WATERSHED
HELP YOU?
The SRWD is here to assist
landowners and to continually
monitor the water resources within
the District. Cost share dollars and
loan funds are available for
assistance to landowners that
qualify.
Learn more about your watershed
online at www.srwdmn.org.
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SRWD Open House
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• Learn who we are and how we can help
you with your water quality concerns.
• Opportunity to meet with technical staff
and discuss options available to you.
• Start planning your spring projects now.
• Cider, Coffee, and Cookies will be served.

Located next to Sauk Centre City Hall
524 4th Street South
Sauk Centre

320-352-2231

YOU’RE INVITED
Come to the SRWD
Open House and find out
what our organization
can do for you!

Wednesday and Thursday
December 9th & 10th
9:00 am—3:00 pm
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Battle Point Park—Lake Osakis

May 2009

Battle Point Park, located on Lake Osakis, is the only county
park in Todd County. It is located on 10.5 acres of land that
forms a peninsula into Lake Osakis, with approximately 2,400
linear feet of shoreline. It has been used as a public access and
recreational park for sportsmen and nature enthusiasts.
Over the years, intense wave and ice action have been slowly
eroding away the shoreline and contributing to the sediment
load of Lake Osakis. This increased sedimentation is
detrimental to water quality, as well as a loss of value to the
park.

June 2009

The County’s newly formed trails and park board contacted the
SRWD for ways to curtail the erosion and restore the park for
public use. Using resources from various agencies, the SRWD
was able to develop a plan that would suit both the county’s
concerns for public use, and the watershed’s concerns for
water quality and habitat enhancement.
The north shore was broken into ten smaller projects sites.
Each site was surveyed for vegetation present, observed wave
energy, sun exposure, and overall topography. This allowed for
site specific plant selection and Best Management Practice
(BMP) selection.

August 2009

Envirolok System

With help from
volunteers, the
SRWD installed
over 11,000
plant plugs,
and restored
over 22,000

Bioengineered Alternatives to Rip Rap

square feet of
lakeshore .

Using grant funds through the MN Department of Natural
Resources and Clean Water Partnership Dollars, the SRWD
used bioengineered alternatives to rip rap to restore the north
shore of Battle Point.
Bioengineering methods utilize natural vegetation as the main
factor to stabilize soil. These methods offer a natural
aesthetic, provide long term stability, and enhance
wildlife habitat. Over time, these methods are actually
superior to “hard armor,” such as rip rap, because they
can adapt to changes in the environment.

October 2008

August 2009

Rocky Willow Wattles

Examples of bioengineering at the park include native
buffer strips, willow wattles, a vegetated geogrid and
live staking. The SRWD also utilized new commercial
products for erosion control; Scourstop panels and an
Envirolok system wall (shown in second picture from
top left).

Project Partners
The Battle Point Park Restoration Project was
completed with the help and coordination of a
multitude of different local, county, state,
and federal agency representatives. Agencies
involved were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sauk River Watershed District
MN Department of Natural Resources
US Fish & Wildlife Service
Todd County GIS & Land Services
Todd County Park Board
Todd County Soil & Water Conservation
District

•
•

Todd County Board of Commissioners
Joint Powers Engineers

The SRWD also had help from many citizens
and volunteer groups such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

AmeriCorps
Osakis Lake Association
Douglas County Lakes Association
MN Master Naturalists
Master Gardeners
Osakis Girl Scouts

Local volunteers were instrumental in
completing this project and the cooperation
between all agencies was pertinent to the
success of this restoration.

Above: Building a vegetated geogrid.
Below: Volunteers helping plant natives.

Traveling Library Board
The traveling library board is an educational
opportunity for the District to educate
young residents on the importance of the
areas water resources. The board targets
elementary students throughout the
watershed and informs them of ways they
can make a difference in the preservation of
waterways. The board is traveling from
October to May each year spending a week
at each school. The District Staff delivers
and sets up the board in the school and then
returns in 7 days to take the board down.
Through the use of the traveling library
board, the District has another opportunity
to educate students on the importance of
our lakes and streams. The board discusses
how people young and old can make a
difference in preserving and protecting this
resource.

The objectives of this project are to:
1.

Target elementary students within SRWD.

2. Inform them of water quality and quantity
issues.
3. Teach them ways they can make a
difference.
4. Create an opportunity for kids to interact
with adults through take home activities.
5. Inform adults by working through the kids.
6. Develop an appreciation for our fresh water
resources.
7. Create interaction between SRWD and
schools.
8. Supply schools with a professional resource
in which to facilitate group discussion.

Lower Sauk and Three Rivers Waterfest
September 2009
The Lower Sauk and Three
River WaterFest held at
Millstream Park in St. Joseph
were both huge successes. Over
850 4th grade students from the
St. Cloud, St. Joseph, Waite
Park, and Sartell area
participated this year. Thirty
environmental agencies and
organizations shared their
expertise on freshwater
resources. The hands-on
approach used during the
waterfest allowed students in
groups of twenty to visit seven
different stations for twentyfive minutes each. Waterfests
are an excellent opportunity for

students to experience a variety
of educational aspects that are
not necessarily accessible in a
traditional classroom setting.
We have had nothing but
positive feedback from the
waterfest, and many of the
teachers and volunteers are
looking forward to next year
already. A huge thank you goes
out to all the presenters,
volunteers, and sponsors that
make the waterfests possible.
Without community support
the waterfests would not be
possible.

Outdoor Classrooms
In 2008, the
education
program
interacted
with over
2,700
students
within the
watershed
district.

The SRWD is excited to be working
with the many area schools to
promote and implement
environmental education at new
levels. So far this year, our outdoor
classroom program has worked
with over a dozen schools with
lecture and laboratory experiences.
The programs have varied from full
-day, hands-on field events, to one
hour long in-class lectures. The
SRWD works with individual
schools and teachers to develop, set
-up, and implement all aspects of
the learning experience. Many
schools indicated that they would
like more hands-on learning, but
were limited by resources and time.
The SRWD is able to assist these

schools by offering a wide variety of
resources from materials to
teaching experience. The SRWD
plans on expanding its current
education programs in the future to
include curriculum kits for upper
level classes. Area teachers
continue to praise the SRWD for its
diverse education programs and its
willingness to adapt to the changing
student population and various
schools’ circumstances. The SRWD
also offers funding for area schools
to further promote outdoor
education. Several area schools
have taken advantage of this
funding to purchase waders, water
test kits, and other materials.

SRWD Rules Update
The Sauk River Watershed District adopted its current rules in 1987. The current rules are outdated and need to be revised to address today’s
water quality standards. Conservation of the quality and quantity of water within the watershed is the primary purpose of the District.
Proposed rules have been drafted to effectively fill gaps within existing regulation and create a foundation for other entities to successfully
build upon. Focus on water quality issues such as storm water management, erosion control, drainage, and water uses become the basis that
new rules have been drafted upon.
Currently, the rules committee has completed revisions based upon stakeholder comments and is moving towards approval from the SRWD
Board of Managers. The Board of Water and Soil resources (BWSR) will then require a 45 day review and comment period before a public
hearing can take place. The projected time frame for public hearing and District approval is January, 2010.

Sediment Pond Cleanout
After monitoring, it was
determined that the sediment
retention basins were performing
better than expected and
required a clean out after only
three years, instead of the
estimated five years. Clean out of
the primary pond on Judicial
Ditch 2 took place in September,
2009.
As of January 2009, it was
estimated that the primary pond
was holding 250 cubic yards of
sediment. After spring snow melt
and flooding, the actual amount
of removed sediment totaled 390
cubic yards, roughly 500 tons.

Judicial Ditch 2 Sediment Ponds

Based upon prior soil testing, this
amount of sediment translates to
approximately 20 pounds of
phosphorus. This seems like an
insignificant amount removed,
until you consider that one
pound of phosphorus facilitates
the growth of 500 pounds of
algae. Although the sediment
ponds were not designed for
phosphorus removal, the primary
pond alone prevented roughly
10,000 pounds of algae from
growing in Lake Osakis.

Monitoring Site
upstream of ponds

Monitoring Site entering
Lake Osakis

County Ditch 9 Survey

DID YOU
KNOW…

Based upon previous year’s inspection and information provided by landowners, the Board of Managers decided
to move forward with the cleanout process on Stearns County Ditch 9. Survey work took place over a two week
period in August and September of 2009. Elevations were recorded every 100’ and cross section data compiled so
that the current ditch profile could be established. Based upon findings, a repair order will be drafted with areas
of concern identified for cleanout. This approach has a greater cost to benefit ratio by eliminating the need for a
full system cleanout, and instead identifying specific repair issues to return the hydraulic capacity and original
drainage function.

20 lbs of
phosphorus
removed is the
equivalent of

10,000 lbs of
algal growth
prevented.

Photo at Left: Measuring in channel
elevation using a Tremble Unit. The ditch
elevation profile will be determined for
County Ditches 9, 15 & 26.

Quick Fact
The District oversees over
75 miles of public ditch
network.

County Ditches 15 & 26: Redetermination of Benefits
In the fall of 2008, the Board of Managers found that the existing benefits on two drainage systems, Ditches 15 & 26, did not reflect present
benefits or presently benefited properties on the ditches. These two ditches are located in the Freeport area. A portion of CD26 is also
Getchell Creek. Based on this finding, the Board ordered that a redetermination of benefits for County Ditches 15 and 26 be completed.
Minnesota’s drainage laws require review of all property within the watershed of a drainage system to determine whether the property is
benefited by the drainage system. Along with this viewing process, an engineering firm has been contracted to survey the drainage system
and complete hydraulic studies on the current state of the ditch. The preliminary viewers draft is being revised and work is underway. Stay
tuned for more information as it becomes available later this winter.

