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Greetings!
Spring has finally arrived! The snow is melting
Jason Scherping

Vernon Vangsness

and areas of the state are experiencing some
flooding. The Sauk River is currently at flood
stage but there are only some minor flooding
concerns at this time.
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With the arrival of spring, things are busy for
the Sauk River Watershed District (SRWD).
We started monitoring area surface waters as
soon water started flowing. We are launching
new education efforts and are planning for
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summer project implementation.
I want to share a few updates about the Sauk
River Watershed District (SRWD).
We are finishing our year end reports and
should have our Annual Report Update
completed within a couple of months. We
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will publish this information in the same
manner as we do these newsletters. The
information will share what the SRWD has
been doing over the past year.
We have hired two interns to help with the

Heather Lehmkuhl

Melissa Roelike

grant implementation this summer. They
are Sarah Jo Schmitz and Grant Bullemer.
Water festivals and educational events are
just around the corner. More information
on some of these events can be found on
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Tara Ostendorf
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Updates

Watch for our upcoming events to celebrate
the 25th anniversary of the SRWD.
I hope you all are planning activities this
Adam Hjelm

Mike Hayman

Office Location:
524 4th St South, Sauk
Centre, MN 56378
Phone : (320) 352-2231
Visit us online at:
www.srwdmn.org

summer to enjoy the beautiful resources we
have in our area.

Holly Kovarik,
SRWD Administrator

Watch for public
event details for
celebrating the
25 years
of work that the
Sauk River
Watershed
District has
accomplished.
Visit us online at www.srwdmn.org
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The Sauk River Watershed District’s Education Program targets youth of all ages in an effort to increase awareness and
importance of natural resources and water quality. We do this through a variety of programs, projects,
and partnerships. The following is a list of upcoming education events.
April 29th

Environmental Science Day
Eden Valley Elementary

April 30th

Volunteer Monitoring Workshop
Melrose City hall

May 4th

Douglas County Groundwater Festival

May 5th

“MN Native Plants”
ROCORI Community Education

May 7th

“Raingardens Presentation”
Sauk Centre Community Education

May 12th

Middle Sauk Waterfest
Sauk River Park in Melrose

May 13th

Chain of Lakes Waterfest
Richmond Hockey Arena

May 17th

“On the Water” - Melrose 8th Grade
Sauk River Park, Melrose

May 18th

“Presentation by Heiko Schoenfuss ”
7:00 pm—Albany High School Theatre

May 20th

Cold Spring Waste Water Tour
6th Graders and Senior High

May 21st

FOSR River Clean-Up
River’s Edge Park, Waite Park

May 26th

ROCORI River Rally
Lion’s Park, Cold Spring

If you are interesting in participating in one
of the education events or would like more
information, please contact Adam Hjelm at the
SRWD office.

A Workshop for Citizens Actively Seeking to
Preserve & Protect their Waterways
The Sauk River Watershed District and Partners are hosting a free “Care for Your
Waters” workshop designed to introduce people to water monitoring efforts and
increase citizen participation.
This workshop will provide consistent training on use of monitoring equipment
and data collection, while explaining the use and availability of volunteer data.
As part of this workshop, we are offering equipment and training free in exchange for people’s time.
All people interested in learning about preserving and caring for your waterways can join us for this workshop. It is
free to everyone in the Sauk River Watershed District and only a $15 fee for anyone else.
Please spread the word to interested parties or call the SRWD office at 320-352-2231 for more information.

April 30th, 2011
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Melrose City Hall
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Dr. Heiko Schoenfuss: Question & Answer Workshop
Dr. Heiko Schoenfuss, professor of biology and head of the aquatic toxicology lab at
St. Cloud State University, will be presenting his research in a question & answer
workshop titled “Contaminants of Emerging Concern in Our Waters: Historical
Perspectives & Research Initiatives for the Sauk River Watershed.”
Dr. Schoenfuss’ research was most currently featured in the June 4, 2007 issue of
Newsweek magazine. His work focuses on the physical effects of household chemicals
on aquatic organisms such as fathead minnows. This is an emerging issue of concern
for many residents of the watershed.
The presentation will be held at 7:oo on Wednesday, May 18th, 2011 at the Albany High School theatre.
Admission is free to the public.

Rain Barrel Sale
The SRWD now has rain barrels available for purchase!
Barrels are 55 gallon capacity with a 34” height and 24” width. These barrels are a square design
to be flush against the wall of a corner of your home.
Accessories include overflow hose, spigot, screws and hose clamps for a complete package!
For more information please contact the District or stop in and visit with staff about other rain
water conservation options!

Funding Available for
Rain Gardens and Shoreline
Have you ever wondered what you could do to improve the water
quality in your neighborhood? Why not install a rain garden or
other stormwater project!
The SRWD is currently looking for landowners who are interested
in installing a rain garden, shoreline restoration or other water quality project on
their property. Eligible applicants may receive funding to pay for up to 75% of the
material and installation costs of qualifying projects!
If you have ever considered the idea of installing one of these “Best Management
Practices” on your property, now is the time! Contact the SRWD for more
information and get started on your project today!

Friends of the Sauk River—River Clean-Up
Promote ~ Paddle ~ Protect
The annual Sauk River Earth Day Clean-up and Sauk Ness
Monster Hunt is scheduled for May 21st, 2011 at River's Edge
Park in Waite Park.
The Friends of the Sauk River have adopted a portion of the
Sauk River in the St. Cloud area stretching from Miller’s
Landing in Waite Park to Knights of Columbus Park in St.
Cloud.
All volunteers are welcome with prizes given to those who
find the Sauk Ness Monsters hidden throughout the targeted
area. The event will run from 10am-1pm with a free picnic
provided to all those who come out and help.

What are Rain Gardens?
Rain Gardens are shallow depressions in your yard that capture and temporarily store rainwater from streets,
driveways, rooftops, and other hard surfaces. They help this “stormwater runoff” soak into the ground where it is naturally
cleaned by the soil and plants. Rain gardens are designed to be dry within 24 hours after the rain stops so they don’t
harm the plants or last long enough to produce mosquitoes.

Benefits to Your Property
Rain gardens are very similar to typical flower decorative gardens. Just like professional landscaping, raingardens add to
the curb appeal of your home, and can even increase your property value! As different plants bloom throughout
the year, you will be treated to a variety of vibrant colors.

Benefits to the Environment
Stormwater runoff in urban/suburban areas is typically captured in storm drains and sent untreated to nearby lakes and
streams. This means that anything that the water picks up on the way, whether it is oil, grass clippings, fuel, pet waste or fertilizer, gets washed down the drain into our lakes and rivers. These excess nutrients and pollutants cause a variety of problems including algae blooms and dangerous bacteria and chemicals in our recreation areas. In addition, large volumes of water into our river creates erosion problems for our neighbors downstream.
Rain gardens work to correct all of these issues by capturing runoff near the source and allowing the water to soak into the
ground. The water is filtered and cleaned by the plants and soil allowing it to enter our lakes, streams and drinking water as
naturally cool, clean groundwater. They also help to replenish our groundwater supplies. When planted with native plants,
rain gardens provide an ideal food source for birds and butterflies.

Interested in Installing a Rain Garden? Let Us Know!
If you are interested in installing a rain garden on your property, please let us know by filling out the information form below.
If it
you
are interested
becoming
a citizen
volunteer
or streams
around
you, here’s about our current funding for rain gardens!
Send
back
in to the in
office
and we
will be
happyfor
tolakes
contact
you with
information
your chance! Just fill out the following form, send it in, and we will contact you with further
information on how to join the Sauk River Watershed District’s Volunteering Monitoring

Property Owner Name(s)

Property Address

Phone

E-mail
Forms can be mailed to:

Sauk River Watershed District
524 4th St South
Sauk Centre MN 56378

