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The Sauk River Watershed District was established in July of
1986. This past summer marked the 25 year milestone for the
organization. All summer long events have been held to
commemorate this milestone. One of the major events was a
canoe trip down the entire stretch of the Sauk River.
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Todd Foster, the current SRWD chairman, and Scott Miller
made this trek to bring awareness to the Sauk River as a
resource and the great work that the Sauk River Watershed
District and the Friends of the Sauk River Organization are
doing. They also wanted to bring awareness to the Canoe
Library that is available for the public to use.
The Sauk River Watershed District also held an informational
event on September 13 at the 400 Club on Pleasant Lake. The
evening included presentations by several organizations
including; Jeff Hrubes (Board of Water and Soil Resources),
Bruce Wilson (Minnesota Pollution Control Agency), Jim Egan
(Sauk River Chain of Lakes Association), and Tom Meium
(Congressman Collin Peterson’s Office).
The Sauk River Watershed District recognized several
individuals for their dedication to aiding in the District’s
mission. The awards given included: 2010 R.I.V.E.R. Award
Winner, Recognition to Service to the District, Outstanding
Education Partner Award, and Outstanding Volunteer Award.
A special thank you to this events sponsors: Rinke-Noonan
Attorneys at Law, Kern Dewenter Viere Accounting Firm, and
Wenck Associates, Inc.

This award is presented to a
landowner who has shown a
commitment to improving
water quality on their own
property. Robert and Mary
Wehseler were the 2010
recipients for the feedlot
project constructed that
included a waste holding pond
and a stacking slab. This project will reduce nutrient
contributions to a nearby lake. Congratulations to the
Wehseler’s on receiving this recognition!

Jim Rothstein was
presented a plaque
in recognition for
his three years of
service to the
District. Rothstein
served as Board
President in 20102011. We
appreciate his
service to the organization and wish him well in his
future endeavors. Thank you!

Tara Ostendorf

Mike Hayman

Office Location:
524 4th St South, Sauk
Centre, MN 56378
Phone : (320) 352-2231
Visit us online at:
www.srwdmn.org

This award is presented to a
partner who is committed to
providing hands-on
environmental education.
Carole Durand is a senior
high science teacher at the
Melrose High School. She
has worked very closely
with the District in
implementing
environmental coursework
and has been willing to try new programs the District has
offered. We are fortunate to have outstanding educators
to work with throughout the District. Congratulations!

Bob and Jan Bjork
have been active in
almost every
watershed endeavor
throughout the years,
as well as other
citizen-led
environmental
groups. The Bjorks
are leaders in
environmental stewardship, having served on the
Boards of the Big Sauk Lake Association and Friends of
the Sauk River organizations.
Congratulations Bob and Jan!
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The Sauk River Watershed District encourages landowners to implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) and provides financial
assistance to get projects on the ground. SRWD promotion efforts through radio, newsletters and other media, was able to generate a huge
interest in landowners who wanted to address their water quality issues. The District was able to assist these landowners in installing
raingardens, rainbarrels, addressing stormwater concerns and fixing lakeshore erosion issues.
The District is able to partially fund eligible projects through our Incentive Program. This program offers grant funds and low-interest loan
dollars to qualifying and eligible projects. Using this program, the SRWD was able to accomplish projects such as those shown below.

This initiative was funded in part by grants from the MN Board of
Water And Soil Resources through their Clean Water Fund and the
MN Pollution Control Agency’s Clean Water partnership. Clean
Water Funding comes from the Clean Water Land and Legacy
Amendment passed in 2008.
The initiative began in April of 2011 with mass mailings to see how
many residents would be interested in installing a rain garden on their property to
capture stormwater runoff either from their home or from the street. The goal was to
reduce the amount of stormwater that reaches Brewery Creek and the Ssuk River. The
initial interest in the project was staggering, with over 70 residents who said they
would be interested in installing gardens. After the process of public meetings and
final decisions, over 30 gardens were installed throughout the city. Spring of 2012 will finish this project by installing curb cuts in a majority
of the gardens, to capture runoff from the street.

Shoreline restorations are common projects that the SRWD
assists landowners in installing. Buffer strips of native plants
offer protection against erosive waves by stabilizing the soil with
extensive root systems. The District is able to provide assistance
in the design and installation of buffers, vegetated retaining walls
and other bioengineered methods of bank stabilization. These
projects reduce the amount of sediment that washes into our lakes
and streams and solves the landowner’s problem of property loss.
Buffer strips also help to minimize the amount of nutrients in
runoff that reach our surface waters.

AFTER: A vegetated retaining wall
replacement will hold the shoreline for
years to come.

BEFORE: This paver retaining wall
was falling into the lake because of
erosion and stormwater issues.
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Minnesota law requires Watershed Districts to operate according to a
Watershed Management Plan. This plan details the goals and policies
of the Watershed District and the programs and projects it will operate
to achieve those goals. The plan must be revised once every ten years
after the original watershed management plan is approved.
The Sauk River Watershed District (SRWD) has begun updating its
Ten Year Plan, a process that will take several months. The updated
Plan will evaluate the progress the District has made in managing the
lakes and streams in the watershed, and identify problems and issues to
be addressed over the next 10 years. It will also identify a number of
actions such as programs and improvement projects that the Board of
Managers will consider undertaking.
The updated Plan is expected to continue the District’s popular
education and outreach and monitoring programs, and incorporate
actions to protect and improve the lakes, rivers, and streams in the
watershed. The Plan will also incorporate actions from the several
intensive lake and stream water quality studies called TMDLs that
have been completed over the past few years. The end product,
expected by mid-2012, will be an updated Ten Year Plan that will
guide the District during the 2013-2022 life of the Plan.
An important part of the Plan update process is getting input from the
public and the various government agencies in the watershed. We’ve
developed a Public Input Plan that looks to the District’s Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) and a Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) to help guide the Plan. In addition, we will be holding a number of public meetings throughout the watershed this fall and
winter to get more input from the community and will include periodic updates on our Web site and newsletter. Please join us at a
public meeting or call, write, or email us with your comments or questions at any time.
Great progress has been made cleaning up our lakes since the District was founded 25 years ago, but our work isn’t done – it’s only
just begun. The mission of the Sauk River Watershed District is to apply our unique abilities and authorities in ways that protect and
enhance our watershed’s resources for today and tomorrow.

General public information and input meetings will be held at 7:00 PM.
Upper Watershed—Sauk Centre City Hall

Thursday, October 27

Lower Watershed—St. Cloud Public Library

Thursday, November 3

Meetings that focus on the agricultural community will be held at 7:30 PM.
Upper Watershed—Melrose City Hall

Thursday, December 8

Lower Watershed—Cold Spring City Hall

Wednesday, November 30

**Notices of these public meetings will be published in the local newspapers.**
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Minnesota law requires Watershed Districts to operate according to a Watershed Management Plan. This plan details the
goals and policies of the Watershed District and the programs and projects it will operate to achieve those goals. The plan
must be revised once every ten years after the original watershed management plan is approved. The Sauk River
Watershed District (SRWD) has begun updating its Ten Year Plan, a process that will take several months.
An important part of the Plan update process is getting input from the public and the various government agencies in the
watershed. This survey is part of the public input process fore the Plan update. In addition, we will be holding a number
of public meetings throughout the watershed this fall and winter to get more input from the community and will include
periodic updates on our website and newsletter.

1. What role do you play in the Sauk River Watershed?
Residential property owner in the watershed
Lakeshore property owner in the watershed
Farmer in the watershed
Interested party living outside the watershed
Elected Official
Government Staff
2. Where in the watershed do you reside?
Pope County

Sauk Centre / Melrose

Meeker County

St. Martin / Spring Hill

Todd County

Richmond / Cold Spring

Avon / Albany

St. Cloud Metro

Please take time to
fill out this survey!
Your feedback is
vital to this plan
revision. This is
your opportunity
to get involved.

3. What age group do you fall under?
20 and under

40—60

21—40

61 or above

4. In your opinion, do you recognize and understand the
presence and purpose of the Sauk River Watershed
District?
Yes

No

Somewhat

5. What do you see as the primary role of the Watershed
District?

6. What Watershed District activities have been most notable
and why, for example, a particular educational program or
a specific project?

7. Thinking about the next 10 years, what are the top five
projects or priorities that the Watershed District should
plan to address?

8. Please provide a few ideas of how you would like to be
involved in this watershed planning process. What would
influence you to participate in public meetings, comment
on the draft plan, participate in implementation, or be
interested in improving the watershed?

9. Additional comments, ideas or suggestions for
improvement are welcome. Please provide your thoughts
below.

You can complete the
survey in two ways:
#1. Fill out the form to the left, cut it out
and send it to us.
#2 Go online to Survey Monkey and
complete the survey.
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
SRWDOctober2011

