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103E Ditch Inspection Report
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As the Sauk River Watershed Drainage Authority (SRWDA) Ditch Inspector, it is my duty to report that the condition of the 12 public
drainage systems under your authority range from poor to good condition.
The SRWDA is the drainage authority for two county drainage systems in Pope County, eight county drainage systems in Stearns
County and one joint drainage system between Pope and Stearns Counties.
Several major repairs are planned to bring three of the systems (Pope/Stearns Joint Ditch #1, Pope County Ditch #6, and Pope
County Ditch #11) back to their As Constructed or Subsequently Improved Condition (ACSIC). Repair on Stearns County Ditch #9 was
completed in December. Stearns County Ditch #24 has had the benefits re-determined. The Re-determination of Benefits on Stearns
County Ditch #17 is close to complete and should wrap up in early 2021.
Minnesota Statutes 103F.48 (Buffer Law) and Minnesota Statute 103E.021 violations have been found on two ditch systems and
corrective actions have been initiated. Details are listed in the narrative that follows.
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Pope County Ditch #6
2019
Visual inspection of this system was completed by ground in 2019. No major issues could be seen visually. A preliminary engineer’s report was
completed in September of 2016, indicates the need for repair work, and recommended a Redetermination of Benefits. The Redetermination of
Benefits proceedings were opened for review of the Outlet fees to be charged to Pope/Stearns Joint Ditch#1. The plan was to repair the system
in 2019, but due to regulatory concerns, this will likely be delayed until 2020-21. We are currently in the process of obtaining permits from the
United States Army Corps of Engineers and State of Minnesota Wetland Conservation act, to mitigate for the affects this repair may have on
wetlands that have re-established in the upper reach of Pope County Ditch #6 and upstream in Pope/Stearns Joint Ditch#1 (Krantz). Once the
permitting is complete, the Redetermination of Benefits process can then be continued and completed.
Noxious weed control was completed in July and August of 2019. Staking of the Buffer Markers will be completed after the repair work is done.
Consolidation discussions of Pope County Ditch #6, Pope County Ditch #11 and Pope/Stearns Joint Ditch#1 (Krantz) is on hold until repairs are
completed.
Several beaver were trapped and 2 beaver dams were removed in 2019.
2020
Visual inspection of the ditch shows no major changes to the condition of the system. It is still considered “Out of Repair” and in poor condition.
Noxious weed control was completed in July. Staking of the buffer markers is still on the schedule after the repairs are completed.
In fall of 2020, sixteen Alternative Side Inlets (ASI) were installed that were planned to be done as part of the upcoming repair. Grant funds were
available if used before December 31, 2020. The Drainage Authority authorized the use of the grant funds to install the ASIs, thus providing a
savings of around $39,787.50 to the ditch system fund.
Preparation for the upcoming repair project accounted for most of the work on PCD #6. The Wetland Conservation Act permit was obtained
which included mitigation for .4 acres of wetland effects with the re-setting of one culvert under CSAH 33 in Pope County. That permit also
required that the Krantz Lake Dike is to be repaired before any ditch repairs are completed. The United States Corps of Engineers 404 permit was
not required. The MnDNR did not require a permit or permission due to their determination that the project is a repair under MS 103E. A
Shoreland Alteration Permit was obtained from Pope County to repair the Krantz Lake Dike and Weir. Discussions were held with Pope County
Highway Department in regard to the culverts under CSAH 33. The repair hearing required for this project was held on December 15, 2020 and
recessed until February 16, 2021 for final decision. Financing discussions with Pope County were initiated for bonding requirements. It is
anticipated that the repairs will be conducted during the 2021 construction season, if the financing package can be completed in the spring.
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Pope County Ditch #11
2019
Visual inspection of this system was completed by ground mostly at crossing locations. No major issues could be seen visually. A preliminary
engineer’s report, completed in September of 2016, indicates the need for repair work. A Redetermination of Benefits was completed in 2018
and adopted in early 2019. Consolidation discussions of Pope County Ditch #6, Pope County Ditch #11 and Pope/Stearns Joint Ditch#1 (Krantz) is
on hold until repairs are completed. The repair process was continued and will require some work with regulatory agencies in regard to wetland
affects. It is planned that the repair will be completed in 2020-21. Staking of the Buffer Markers will be completed after the repair work is done.
A beaver dam was located in the main ditch, just east of County Road #33 early summer 2019. Beaver were trapped and the dam was removed.
Noxious weeds were sprayed in 2019.
2020
Visual inspection of the ditch shows no major changes to the condition of the system. It is still considered “Out of Repair” and in poor condition.
Noxious weed control was completed in July. Staking of the buffer markers is still on the schedule after the repairs are completed.
In fall of 2020, 10 Alternative Side Inlets (ASI) were installed that were planned to be done as part of the upcoming repair. Grant funds were
available if used before December 31, 2020. The Drainage Authority authorized the use of the grant funds to install the ASIs, thus providing a
savings of around $16,500 to the ditch system fund.
Preparation for the upcoming repair project accounted for most of the work on PCD #11. Workload focused on the permitting aspect. The
MnDNR did not require a permit or permission due to their determination that the project is a repair under MS 103E. No other permits were
required either. The repair hearing required for this project was held on December 15, 2020 and recessed until February 16, 2021 for final
decision. Financing discussions with Pope County were initiated for bonding requirements. It is anticipated that the repairs will be conducted
during the 2021 construction season.
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Pope/Stearns Joint Ditch #1 (Krantz)
2019
A preliminary engineer’s report completed in September of 2016, indicates the need for repair work, and recommended a Redetermination of
Benefits. The Redetermination of Benefits was completed in spring of 2018. The proceedings were re-opened to consider the outlet fee to Pope
County Ditch #6 as it relates to the elevation of the culvert under Pope CSAH 33. Changing the elevation of the culvert triggers wetland
permitting requirements. Until the elevation of the culvert is finalized through the permitting process, the Redetermination of Benefits cannot
be finalized.
The discussion to consolidate Pope County Ditch #6, Pope County Ditch #11 and Pope/Stearns Joint Ditch#1 (Krantz) was continued until after
the repairs to all three systems are completed. It is planned that the repair process will be completed in 2020-21. No other major issues were
documented, knowing that a full repair is planned.
2020
Visual Inspection of this system was completed by ground and aerial means, on several different occasions throughout 2020. There were no
significant changes in the condition of the system overall, remaining in need of repair.
In fall of 2020, 7 Alternative Side Inlets (ASI) were installed that were planned to be done as part of the upcoming repair. Grant funds were
available if used before December 31, 2020. The Drainage Authority authorized the use of the grant funds to install the ASIs, thus providing a
savings of around $20,175 to the ditch system fund.
Preparation for the upcoming repair project accounted for most of the work on PCD #11. Workload focused on the permitting aspect. The
MnDNR did not require a permit or permission due to their determination that the project is a repair under MS 103E. No other permits were
required. The repair hearing required for this project was held on December 15, 2020 and recessed until February 16, 2021 for final decision.
Financing discussions with Pope County were initiated for bonding requirements. It is anticipated that the repairs will be conducted during the
2021 construction season, if the financing package can be completed in the spring.
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Stearns County Ditch #9
2019
Visual ground inspection of this system was completed during the repair construction work in 2019. The repair work is all but complete. The
new tile is installed and all but 600 feet of the open channel has been cleaned, upstream of Branch #1. Noxious weed control was completed in
July and August of 2019.
2020
Visual inspection of this system was completed by both ground and aerial means during and after repair work was completed. The Repairs were
completed on SCD #9 in 2020. Buffer posting will be completed in spring 2021 and normal maintenance routines will resume. The final
vegetation removal was completed with the use of an amphibious excavator in December 2020. It connected the last 600 feet of channel
through a wetland, unreachable by conventional equipment.
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Stearns County Ditch #11
2019
Inspection of this system consisted of ground inspection. Herbicide was applied again in summer of 2019 in an attempt to gain more control of
woody vegetation and noxious weeds. Work will continue to monitor and maintain the establishment of the buffer. Spraying and/or mowing is
planned in 2020, where needed, to control woody vegetation and undesirable plants.
I will continue to monitor the stability of the banks. There is a potential for continued regular maintenance needed on this system due to bank
sloughing and sedimentation. Consideration should be given to the potential for a channel restoration project to stabilize the channel and those
areas of natural meander. This will provide for more cost efficient maintenance of the drainage benefits of the system as well as returning the
channel to a more natural state, improving water quality and aquatic habitat.
2020
Inspection of this system consisted of visual inspection at road crossings and those related to one permit application for repair of a private ditch
that included work within the ROW of SCD #11. Noxious weeds and brush were sprayed in July. The system appears to be functioning
adequately.

Page 12 of 26

524 4th Street South
Sauk Centre MN 56378
Phone: (320)-352-2231
Fax: (320)-352-6455
Web: www.srwdmn.org

Page 13 of 26

Stearns County Ditch #15
2019
Inspection of this system consisted of ground inspection at road crossings and some segments by foot and ATV. Stearns County is working to
repair a couple of crossings on the RR grade in Section 19 of Albany Township. District Staff have been in close communication with Stearns
County during this process.
Stearns County Ditch #15 suffers many of the same issues as Stearns County Ditch #26, with spoil placement after the last repair. We continue
to work to get these spoils leveled and seeded in an attempt to manage the buffer area. Channel stability does not appear to be as much of a
concern.
I did review one site with a landowner in Section 17 of Albany Township where he wanted to remove the trees adjacent to the ditch system
buffer area. The area in question is also one of those sites where the spoils need to be spread and the buffer properly seeded. I communicated
with his contractor to provide an estimate to level spoil in that area and remove any tree debris from the ditch channel. At the writing of this
report, I have not received this estimate.
Noxious weeds were sprayed in 2019.
2020
Inspection of this system consisted of ground inspection at road crossings and segments by foot and ATV. I worked with the Stearns SCWD and
the landowner just north of I-94 to clear the brush and level the spoils adjacent to the ditch. The landowner has developed plans to install
Alternative Side Inlets on his property on the west side of the ditch. A permit was processed for the final design and the SRWD is providing cost
share for this activity, using grant funds.
Spraying of the noxious weeds and brush was completed in 2020 with care to not affect the new grass seeding of the buffer just north of I-94.
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Stearns County Ditch #17
2019
A visual inspection of this system was conducted by ground at road crossings and by foot. The system is overgrown with woody vegetation and
suspected to be in need of repair. An informational meeting was conducted with the landowners to describe the findings of the inspection and
to discuss the need for a Redetermination of Benefits. It was agreed to conduct the ROB before expending funds to investigate the need for a
repair. The SRWDA ordered a ROB on this system in 2019. It is currently in process.
A 103F.48 Buffer violation was discovered in Section 24 of St. Joseph Township. James W Miller was found to be in violation of MS 103F.48. The
notice of violation and the corrective action notice was mailed on October 17, 2019.
2020
Inspection of this system was limited to ground inspection at road crossings and field inspection of segments during site visits in regard to the
ROB. No change in system condition was noted. System was not sprayed in 2020 due to the potential for an upcoming repair.
The buffer violation was corrected in 2020.
The ROB consumed much of my time charged to this system, working with the landowners to address concerns with the benefits assigned to
their properties.
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Stearns County Ditch #19
2019
Visual Inspection was completed by ground inspection at crossings and by foot. We solicited and received estimates for tree removal along
approximately 2,600 feet of the system at the outlet end. Those estimates ranged from $65K to $130K. This prompted an informational
meeting with the landowners to further discuss the condition of the system. After the landowner meeting, it was agreed to hold off on the tree
removal for the moment and take a few survey shots in the system to determine if a full survey would be warranted. This work will be
conducted in house in the spring 2020, and reported back to the SRWDA and the landowners. Some work will be done with the engineer to
determine the ACSIC from the records we have on file.
2020
Limited visual inspection was completed in 2019. I was not able to complete the desired limited survey of this system. There was no spraying
completed in 2020. Noxious weeds and brush in the open portions of the ditch appear to be under control and maintained by the adjacent
landowners. Those areas overgrown by trees and brush have not changed. Landowners have stated that the trees are not hindering the
function of the ditch. It is obvious that the ditch is out of repair with the significant overgrowth of trees and brush in portions of the system, but
it is not known to what extent.
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Stearns County Ditch #24
2019
Visual inspection of this system was conducted by ground in 2019, mainly of those areas adjacent to the road. An informational meeting was
scheduled with the assessed landowners to discuss the condition of the system and the current benefits assigned to the system
The landowners felt that the system was functioning well and did not likely need any repair. They did, however, think that a Redetermination of
Benefits was warranted as the drainage on the landscape had changed significantly, the benefits did not reflect the present day values, and
there were errors in the current benefits role. The SRWDA ordered that a ROB be completed on this system. It is currently in process.
2020
Visual inspection of this system was conducted by ATV and on foot. No obvious signs of sedimentation or erosion was found. The ROB was
completed on the system and corrections were made to the aerial GIS maps of the system, found to be incorrect during the ROB. There was no
need to conduct any spraying activities on this system as the buffers and ditch appeared to be well maintained by the adjacent landowners.
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Stearns County Ditch #26
2019
Visual inspection of this system was completed on the ground by ATV and at road crossings. Several complaints were fielded in regard to bank
sloughing and sedimentation. This prompted a survey to be completed between I-94 and the outlet of the system. A condition report was
prepared showing that the majority of the system profile is at or below legal grade with some areas of sedimentation identified due to bank
sloughing. Several landowners are concerned with the loss of the banks and the encroachment into their property. Spoils from the recent
cleanout were not properly spread so that the buffer strip could be properly established.
2020
A landowner meeting was held in February 2020 in Freeport to discuss the problems with the system and the idea of conducting another review
of the system to determine what could be done to provide the drainage needs of the landowners. It was made very clear that the landowners
do not want more assessments against their property. The SRWD and SRDA staff were able to utilize some grant dollars to assemble a project
team to look at alternative methods and projects to provide for a more stable system, to reduce maintenance costs in the future, and to provide
for the ag drainage needs desired by the landowners. This process carried into 2021.
Inspection of the system consisted of visual inspection at road crossings and various segments by foot and ATV. A beaver dam was identified on
the very north end of the main channel. A trapper was hired to remove the beaver in late December.
Another attempt was made to obtain a permit from the MnDNR to treat submergent vegetation on the southern portion of the main channel.
The permit was again denied. Another attempt is planned for 2021 with the assistance of the District Engineer, in an attempt to strengthen our
request based on hydraulic analysis.
Spoils will continue to be leveled as necessary to provide for buffer repairs and maintenance.
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Stearns County Ditch #51
2019
Visual inspection of this system was completed via ground inspection of the entire system (walked). The system is functioning well after the
cleanout although there are a few final repairs left to be completed, according to the plans.
Buffer establishment is required under MS 103F.48 and MS 103E.021. Voxland Enterprises were found to be in violation of both MS 103E.021
and MS 103F.48. Kenneth and Julie Zimmerman were found to be in violation of the buffer requirements under MS 103F.48. Notice of the
violations and the corrective action required, were sent via certified mail on September 11, 2019.
Noxious weeds and woody vegetation were sprayed on lands not owned by Kenneth Zimmerman and Gary Berndt.
2020
Inspection was completed by air in 2020. No obvious issues were found with the function of the ditch.
The buffer violations found in 2019 had not yet been corrected. Additional compliance enforcement was initiated. One new violation was found
and the notice of violation and Corrective Action Notice was sent to the landowner. Spraying was not necessary on 2020.
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Stearns County Ditch #Zion-Munson
2019
Visual inspection of this system was completed in much the same manner as 2018 with no obvious issues observed. Those landowners I talked
to did not feel the system was in need of any repair and was working adequately. Noxious weeds were sprayed in 2019. Buffer Posting is
complete.
2020
Visual Inspection of this system was completed by ground at locations where ditch crossings exist and by foot where possible. Most of this
system is in low ground. Vegetative buffers are adequate throughout the system. The system appears to be functioning adequately with no
noxious weed or brush issues.
END

Respectfully submitted.

Jon Roeschlein

March 09, 2021

Jon Roeschlein, Ditch and Permit Manager/Ditch Inspector
Sauk River Drainage Authority

Date
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