Sauk River Comprehensive Watershed Collaborative

Policy Committee meeting
February 20", 2025 1-3 pm
Sauk River Watershed District Office

In attendance:

Policy Committee & Alternates: Bill Becker (SRWD), Randy Neumann (Todd Co), Tom Williamson (Todd
SWCD), D. Gary Reents (Pope SWCD), Ken Rutten (Douglas SWCD), Paul Wildman (Pope Co), Justine
Meyer (Stearns SWCD).

Implementation Team & EO Committee: Steve Zeece Ill (SRWD), Jason Weinerman (BWSR), Abi Parker
(SRWD), Becky Schlorf (Stearns Cnty Env), Stephanie Hatzenbihler (Stearns SWCD), Jon Roeschlein
(SRWD), Angela Beckman (Stearns Cnty Env) Kory Klebe (SRWD), Deja Anton.

Others: Ben Ruley, Cody Strom, Nicky Blake- Bradley, Alli Schugel.

Meeting called to order by Vice Chairman Neumann at 1:05pm
e Introductions were given by those in attendance.

Review of previous meeting minutes & Agenda Additions:

e Motion to Approve Minutes from previous meeting byReents, second by Wildman
e Allin favor

Election of Officers

e With 2024 Chairman Steve Notch and Stearns County’s alternate absent, the Policy Committee
motioned to waive by-laws and postpone the election of officers until the next meeting in May,
2025.

e Motion- Wildmann, Second-Reents. All in Favor.

Quarterly Fiscal Agent report

e Angela Beckman, Stearns County, provided a fiscal report/update, detailing expenses and
encumbrances from each of the 11 WBIF Grant Objectives.
e Fiscal Agent Report approved upon motion by Wildman. Second by Reents. All in favor.

Funding Shift FY 24 Urban Stormwater Obj 13- City of Rockville Pleasant Lake Road Stormwater.

e Cody Strom, Bolten-Menk Engineering on behalf of the city of Rockville presented an overview
of the City’s pleasant lake road Improvement and Stormwater treatment project.

e The City of Rockville, In December of 2024 contacted the SRW collaborative to inquire about
funding assistance with their project that was planned for bidding and construction in early
2025.



The City of Rockville informed the SRW Collaborative Policy Committee of their extended
implementation timeframe (spring 2026), and the City would be applying for MPCA Climate and
Stormwater Resiliency Grant Funding.
o Discussion followed regarding funding via future WBIF biennium (FY 2026) if MPCA grant
is not awarded.
Motion Williamson, second.
Discussion tabled for next meeting in May. Becker Abstained. All others in Favor

Regulatory Review Update;

With a copy of the task order contract between SRWD & Houston Engineering, Roeschlein
provided an update on the regulatory review. Local Governments are working with the SRW
Collaborative’s contractor to obtain all regulatory materials. Once regulatory documents are all
available the audit will begin to identify gaps and needs between regulatory bodies within the
Sauk River Watershed.

Tracking Tool Demonstration

Ben Ruley, Stearns
Soil & Water CD,
virtually presented
the fully functional
SRW Collaborative
tracking tool.
Yellow icons
indicate a project
is complete and
ready for
reporting. Blue
indicates
encumbered funds
and projects in
process but not
ready for reporting
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Policy Committee Convention Forum- (MASWCD, AMC, MN Watersheds)

e Committee members were asked to share highlights and key takeaways from each of their
associated annual conferences.

e Neumann informed legislative conferences in the city are approaching and Todd County would
not be in attendance. Todd County will be meeting with Rep Wiener Senator Utke to Todd
County Offices prior to Legislative Days.

e Wildmann informed the group of recent meetings with Pope county area reps and senators in
advance of legislative days.

e Reents discussed the significance of the collaborative’s tracking tools.

Closeout and Next Meeting
At 2:45 pm, Becker Motioned to Adjourn the meeting, with second from Williamson.

Next Meeting Date- 5/15/2025 1-3 pm



