
OVERVIEW 
 The Sauk River Chain of Lakes 
(SRCL) is located in south central 
Minnesota, near the city of Richmond. 
A dam on the Sauk River at Cold Spring 
allows users to access over 3,200 acres 
by water. The Sauk River drains a large 
portion of central Minnesota before 
flowing through the chain of lakes. 
Combined with drainage from the Long 
Lake sub watershed to the south, the 
total watershed of the chain is nearly 
600,000 acres. Although non-point 
source pollution (agricultural runoff) 
continues to be a concern, some major 
contributors of nutrient loading (such 
as municipal wastewater discharge) were greatly reduced in the 1980's and 1990's. Efforts 
continue to be made to address existing non-point pollution sources, but most of the lakes in 
the chain remain classified as hypereutrophic.  

 

Water Resources Helpful Links 
 Click on each of the below links to go to 

relevant and specific information 

 

Fisheries Survey  

Water Clarity  

Water Quality 

Lake Depth  

Area Recreational Compass 

Aquatic Invasive Species Map 

Information and links courtesy of the MN DNR 

ID: 73008800 
County: Stearns 
Near: Cold Spring 
Area: 108.96 acres 
Littoral area: 70 acres 
Shore length: 2.7 miles 
Mean depth: 12.8 feet 
Maximum depth: 36 feet  

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/showreport.html?downum=73008800
https://lakes.rs.umn.edu/#73008800
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/surface-water/impairment/73-0088-00
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/data/lakemaps/c0783010.pdf
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/compass.html?mapext=-94.473319+45.426545+-94.456691+45.435414
https://www.eddmaps.org/midwest/tools/infestedwaters/

